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MAJOR NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT THE

U.S.-COLOMBIA TRADE PROMOTION AGREEMENT 

[image: image2.png]Orlando Sentinel




“Mr. Uribe has chosen to work with the United States and pursue economic and political reform. He deserves better from Congress.”-March 12, 2008
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“President Uribe and the Colombian people have made clear their commitment to a hopeful future for a stable, democratic and economically thriving western hemisphere…In an increasingly anti-American region, allies need economic help from America. The Colombian free trade agreement would provide it.”-March 10, 2008
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“Maybe the next president can get it done, but why wait? The United States and

Colombia have signed a valuable, worthy trade pact. Get it done now.”-February 22, 2008
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“Helping Colombia is in our national interest. It's about helping our strongest friend in the region, not about catering to a domestic interest group. Unless Congress wants to send a signal that the United States either doesn't care or doesn't know who its friends are -- there are fewer every day -- lawmakers should extend Mr. Uribe a helping hand instead of giving him the back of the hand.” -July 24, 2007
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“Colombian President Álvaro Uribe is embracing greater economic and political freedom. He has bravely assisted the U.S fight against narco-traffickers, and he now wants to link his country more closely to America with a free-trade accord. As a strategic matter, to reject Colombia's offer now would tell everyone in Latin America that it is far more dangerous to trust America than it is to trash it.”-March 10, 2008
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“Congress is protecting no one by fighting the Colombia trade agreement. It should approve the measure now.” -March 12, 2008
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‘‘Offering the Colombians anything less than access to economic growth would be

unfair and damaging not only to them, but to us.’’-June 13, 2007
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“Denying Colombia duty-free access to U.S. markets — and denying American

exporters such access to Colombian markets — wouldn’t improve human rights for the 44 million Colombians. The trade agreement should be approved.”-June 23, 2007
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“Ratification of the trade promotion agreement would help consolidate Colombia’s progress by bringing jobs and income to its people… It’s time for Democrats to drop their strained human rights objections to the Colombia trade promotion agreement and deal with it on its merits.”-November 9, 2007
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‘‘Few countries in the Western Hemisphere have shown as much improvement on

human rights and international crime issues as Colombia, but Democrats threaten they’ll kill that deal, too. That would have the odious effect of keeping some Colombian farmers in the illegal drug business. Reducing barriers to trade would give Colombian farmers a better incentive to sell legal agricultural products.’’-August 12, 2007
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“On a continent where anti-U.S. sentiment has been rising, Colombia is America’s most steadfast friend.”-June 29, 2006
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“Colombians will view rejection of the agreement as a repudiation of their hard work and proof that U.S. protectionism trumps American promises about friendship, security and joint prosperity.” - May 26, 2007
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“Colombia is fighting a stubborn cocaine-fueled insurgency. Its government has

managed to hold a Marxist drug-fueled rebellion at bay and is a strong U.S. ally. To

leave them out of the trade partnership would be to betray a partner in democratic

value.”-December 9, 2007
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“After years of democratization in the nations of Latin America, Venezuela — under cultish leader Hugo Chavez — has been turning toward collectivization. Successful trade, one hopes, can only help to negate his status and foster market economies and greater

freedom throughout the region.”-December 9, 2007
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“By refusing to consider the U.S.-Colombian free trade agreement, Democratic leaders in Congress pervert local U.S. politics and are acting loco, as they put America's best friend in Latin America in grave danger, thereby seriously threatening the stability of Latin America, accurately described as the United States' backyard, geographically and strategically.” -August 14, 2007 
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“Washington's delegation in Congress should support with Peru, Colombia, Panama and South Korea.” -August 15, 2007 
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“The trade pacts now pending before Congress are designed to knock down existing barriers to U.S. exports. Congress should approve these job-creating trade pacts when it returns from its August vacation.” -August 20, 2007 
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 “But the agreements with Peru, Colombia, and Panama are not about letting U.S. companies outsource jobs.... The new trade agreements simply open the Peruvian, Colombian, and Panamanian markets to American-made goods. It is a question of reciprocity.” -November 9, 2007 
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“It's a good sign that Congress has gotten back on the free trade track with the White House. Now it has to follow through with the other three free trade agreements that will benefit the United States as well as its trading partners.” -November 14, 2007 
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“Now is the time to move forward on a deal with Colombia. The momentum must not be lost. There is too much to gain.” -December 04, 2007 
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“Colombian President Alvaro Uribe has been America's closest friend in South America ever since he inherited his fractured, violence-plagued country five years ago. And he's worked nothing short of a miracle, imposing law and order in regions once overrun with Chavez-backed Communist rebels, powerful drug cartels and paramilitary gangs. Democrats in Congress, however, are holding up a free-trade bill that would help Columbia [sic] get on its feet.” -December 10, 2007 

