[image: image1.jpg]\— 2

GATEWAY
FLORIDA, inc

>

v
\/

-V___-v

\___________/
"
\
—-—
-—
-—
w
4



            [image: image2.jpg]



PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR SUPPORT THE

U.S.-COLOMBIA TRADE PROMOTION AGREEMENT 

“Colombia is a key U.S. ally. Under President Alvaro Uribe, Colombia has made great progress on a full range of security issues…This has contributed to a stable economy, strong job creation and remarkable reductions in the Colombian poverty rate. These achievements have improved the region and are essential to the future of bilateral trade.”
- Senator Mel Martinez, Press Release December 4, 2006
“All of us should hope that Democratic leaders in Congress figure out that not helping Colombia comes at too high a price. The time has come for the Florida congressional delegation to step up and urge the House leadership to approve this important agreement that will not only benefit Florida, the United States, but our neighbors to the south.” 

- Juan C. Zapata (Republican State Representative from Miami), 

Op-ed in South Florida Sun-Sentinel, November 5, 2007 

 “Congress now has a chance to consolidate the progress and do more to stabilize Colombia by passing a recently-negotiated free trade pact, known as the Colombian Trade Promotion Agreement. This would provide new markets for U.S. exporters as well as jobs and income for hundreds of thousands of Colombians.” 

- Senator Richard Lugar, Op-ed in Miami Herald, October 8, 2007 
“The Colombia agreement is almost identical to the agreement with Peru, except that the Colombia agreement has even greater economic potential because Colombia has a larger GDP, and even greater national security importance because of Colombia's strategic location. The lesson is clear: If Congress can find a way to vote on and improve the Peru agreement, there's no reason it can't do the same for Colombia.”
- President George W. Bush, March 18, 2008, in a speech in Jacksonville, FL 
“Currently, the United States provides tariff-free access to many Colombian goods under the Andean Trade Preferences and Drug Enforcement Act, but we are not afforded similar treatment in Colombia. This deal would change that.” 

-  Tom Daschle (former Democratic Senator from South Dakota), 
Op-ed in Washington Post, June 25, 2007 

 “I am certain that the respective approvals by the Congress of your country of the free trade agreements between the United States and Peru, Panama, and Colombia … will benefit those countries as well as the rest of the American continent, whose common aspiration is to advance along the path of economic and social development in peace, freedom, and democracy.” 

- H.E. Michelle Bachelet Jeria, President of Chile, 
from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, April 23, 2007 
"We are going to find a way to get Colombia passed... It is very important." 

- Senator Max Baucus, The Weekly Standard, July 30, 2007

 “Turning away from the Colombia Free Trade Agreement will not end discontent with stubborn poverty, inequality and political marginalization. Rather, it will lock out a valuable tool that can be used to assist in the improvement of rule of law, economic investment and the transition of the poor out of the dead-end informal economy into the more stable formal labor market.” 

- Representative Gregory W. Meeks, Op-ed in Miami Herald, June 20, 2007 
“All of us regard Colombia as a crucial ally in a region that deserves our active engagement, and the bill represents an effort to have U.S. funds help address the root of numerous problems there.” 

- Pelosi, Hoyer, Rangel, and Levin, Statement on Trade, July 2, 2007 
“The agreements we have negotiated are good and fair. Walking away from them now means walking away from the millions of people in these countries who believe that trade and investment are the key to their prosperity and well-being. It means walking away from our commitment to fight poverty and promote opportunity, and the consequences would be felt in the region for years to come.” 

- Secretary Condoleezza Rice, Op-ed in Miami Herald, July 15, 2007 
“Importantly, the Colombia free trade agreement would also open a market to U.S. exports that has been closed, despite the fact that the U.S. market is open to Colombian goods. Rather than a reward for Colombia, this deal is a critical building block of U.S. strategic interests in the region.” 

- Eric Farnsworth and Gary Hufbauer, Op-ed in Baltimore Sun, August 2, 2007 
“Protectionists in Congress think there's no cost to shooting down pending free trade deals in the pipeline with Peru, Panama and Colombia. Don't tell that to Latin Americans desperately trying to keep Venezuelan bad boy Hugo Chavez out of their countries.” 

- Mary Anastasia O’Grady, Op-ed in Wall Street Journal, September 18, 2007 
“Congress already allows 90 percent of their goods to enter our markets duty free. These FTAs will give our farmers and workers the same preferences Congress has given their workers. We know that open markets benefit our economy. Since 2001, our trade with FTA countries in the hemisphere has skyrocketed by 60 percent.” 

- Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez, Op-ed in Miami Herald, September 20, 2007 
“The foot-dragging in Congress is ironic, because the United States would benefit most from ratification of the U.S.–Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement—as it was originally negotiated.... It will also strengthen U.S. national security and provide, through economic growth, additional resources for the Colombian government to fight terrorists and cocaine traffickers.” 

- James M. Roberts (a research fellow at The Heritage Foundation), 
Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle, September 24, 2007 
“We should be absolutely clear of the consequences of not passing these agreements. Put simply: Failing to pass the FTAs with Peru, Panama, and especially Colombia would be a win for Hugo Chavez and a defeat for the forces of democracy in the hemisphere.” 

- U.S. Deputy Secretary of State John Negroponte, 
Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle, September 24, 2007 
“The future of this relationship now lies in the Colombian Free Trade Agreement, and its fate lies in the hands of this Congress. The adoption of a permanent trade agreement between our two nations would allow both countries free and unfettered access to each other’s markets — access American exports do not enjoy today.” 

- Representative Roy Blunt, Op-ed in The Politico, September 25, 2007 
“If the U.S. turns its back on its friends in Colombia, this will set back our cause far more than any Latin American dictator could hope to achieve.” 

- Hon. Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada, from a speech to the Council on Foreign Relations, September 25, 2007. 
“The United States has played an important role in the opening of markets by signing, ratifying, and implementing free trade agreements. Mexico, Chile, and the countries of Central America and the Dominican Republic today benefit from the valuable development tool of a free trade agreement with the United States. Three additional countries — Colombia, Panama and Peru — also signed free trade agreements with the United States … We consider that it would be greatly beneficial for those countries, for the United States, and for good relations between your country and Latin America, that those free trade agreements be ratified.” 

- H.E. Elías Antonio Saca, President of El Salvador; H.E. Manuel Zelaya, President of Honduras; and H.E. Oscar Berger, President of Guatemala; from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, October 3, 2007 
“With humility and profound respect, I would like to suggest the importance of the U.S. Congress ratifying these agreements [with Peru, Colombia, and Panama], thinking not only in the benefits they would bring to the Latin American nations I have mentioned — benefits that would be considerable — but also of the benefits they would bring to the people of the United States…” 

— H.E. Oscar Arias, President of Costa Rica and Nobel Peace Prize laureate, from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, October 10, 2007 
“I believe the implementation of these agreements would be of the greatest benefit [for Peru, Colombia, and Panama], for the United States, and for good relations between your country and Latin America. In addition, the ratification of these agreements would send an important signal of our shared commitment to commercial integration and the development of our continent. Respectfully, I exhort you to do what you can to help achieve this goal.” 

— H.E. Felipe Calderón Hinojosa, President of Mexico, from a letter to 
Speaker Pelosi: October 15, 2007 
“Congress has an opportunity to make a lasting impact on economic prosperity and development in Latin America. Support of the free-trade agreements (FTAs) with Colombia, Panama and Peru will open new opportunities for countries that have made significant social and economic progress in the last few years.” 

- Brian Wanko (Director of government relations at the Council of the Americas), 
Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle, October 15, 2007 
''Colombia is still being studied by the members, and as I told the ambassador who was here this morning ... we would want to work harder in getting votes for Colombia rather than bring the bill up and having it defeated, which we think would be a rebuff to a great president and to great country and a great ally.'' 

- Representative Charles Rangel, BNA, November 1, 2007 
“‘We want to see a labor force with the opportunity to be able to organize themselves,’ she said. The Colombian government is making efforts to improve the situation, she said and it doesn't make sense to wait for ‘complete perfection’ before approving the agreement.” 

- Senator Blanche Lincoln, Dow Jones Newswires, November 4, 2007 
"It's [U.S. – Colombia TPA] something that the Congress should take up and debate thoroughly and examine thoroughly. But my instinct tells me that if we are already allowing this country's products into our country and we are able to eliminate the tariff on our goods, we ought to take that step." 

- Representative Bob Goodlatte, Farm Progress, November 6, 2007 
“I think we’re making progress on both the economic and civil society front with the passage of the FTA, and I do think it would be a pretty serious step backward if we’re not able to do so.” 

- Thomas McLarty (President Clinton’s former Chief of Staff), 
Reuters, November 13, 2007 
“I came in support, already supporting the free trade agreement. I intend to go back and try to work with my colleagues and help them understand how important this is for this country and our good ally for this democracy to continue to flourish and provide opportunities to the people that democracies typically do.”

-Representative Conaway, Interview by Agritalk, November 20, 2007 

“I can assure you that during this administration, President Uribe has made incredible strides not only in the human rights issue but you know in the poverty issues, trying to figure out what you do with, how you absorb, you know, the drugs off the streets and take them off the streets so they don’t end up in America so that we can actually start working in a way that we move this economy of this country.... Part of the problem and I see back in Congress is really a political fight between the leadership in the House and the Senate and the administration and I would wish that we can put partisanship aside to move forward” 

- Representative John Salazar, Interview by Agritalk, November 20, 2007 
“Support for Colombia and the trade agreement is smart foreign policy. Congress has a responsibility to act now.” 

- Barry McCaffrey (U.S. drug czar from 1996 to 2001) 
Op-ed in Washington Post, November 20, 2007 
“Colombia is our fifth largest trading partner in South America and the largest importer of U.S. agricultural products. In 2006, 92 percent of imports from Colombia entered the U.S. duty-free, while tariffs were imposed on virtually all American goods going into their country. A pending trade agreement in Congress would eliminate those tariffs and create a larger market for, among other things, agricultural products and manufactured goods.” 

- Representative Roger Wicker, Op-ed in The Clarion-Ledger, November 26, 2007 
“The best place to start is with the prompt passage and signing of the Colombian free trade agreement, which has been languishing in Congress for months. Swift U.S. ratification of the pact would send an unequivocal message to the people of Colombia, the opposition in Venezuela and the wider region that they do not stand alone against Chávez. 

- Donald Rumsfeld, Op-ed in Washington Post, December 2, 2007 
