RESOLUTION NO. 2007-  

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA, URGING CONGRESS TO PASS THE UNITED      STATES-COLOMBIA TRADE PROMOTION AGREEMENT AND TRANSMIT THIS RESOLUTION TO THE SPEAKER OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND MEMBERS OF THE FLORIDA CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement between the United States and Colombia will eliminate tariffs and barriers to goods and services, while promoting economic growth and stability to the country of Colombia; and

WHEREAS, Colombia is the longest standing democracy in South America and is the strongest ally to the United States in the region; and

WHEREAS, Florida's export shipments of merchandise to Colombia in 2006 totaled $1.6 billion, the second largest export total to Colombia among the 50 states and  Florida's exports to Colombia accounted for 23 percent of United States exports in 2006; and

WHEREAS, Broward County supports a United States and Colombia commercial relationship beyond a one-way preference to full partnership and reciprocal commitments; and

WHEREAS, approximately 200,000 Colombian-Americans reside in the state of Florida; and

WHEREAS, the United States - Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement will serve both the United States and Latin American interests and will create new economic opportunities for Broward County citizens; and

WHEREAS, Broward County recognizes that a collaborative effort between the United States and Colombia will benefit Broward County and the State of Florida; NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA:

Section 1. The Broward County Board of County Commissioners, on behalf of the citizens of Broward County, hereby agrees and recommends that Broward County take this opportunity to urge Congress for passage of the United States - Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement.

Section 2. The Broward County Board of County Commissioners, on behalf of the citizens of Broward County, hereby urges that executed copies of this Resolution shall be transmitted forthwith to the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives and members of the Florida Congressional Delegation.
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