Date
Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 

Member of Congress 

18th District

2160 Rayburn HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen:

On behalf of Gateway Florida, Inc. we are writing to urge your support for prompt approval of the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement (TPA).

Timely passage of this accord by Congress makes sound economic and policy sense for the United States. At the most basic level, it would level the playing field for U.S. exporters helping Florida to compete with our global competitors. In 2006, 92 percent of U.S. imports from Colombia entered the country duty free.

Approval of the U.S.-Colombia TPA would expand trade relations between the two countries and make them more beneficial for American firms – by eliminating Colombian duties on 80 percent of U.S. industrial goods immediately, with the remaining 20 percent to be phased out over a few years.

Support of the trade accord is particularly important for the State of Florida, as it would enhance the privileged relationship that our state already enjoys with Colombia. Florida’s export shipments of merchandise to Colombia in 2006 totaled $1.6 billion, the second largest export total to Colombia among the 50 states and 23 percent of total U.S. exports to Colombia. 
Florida’s economy thrives on exports: In the first three years after implementation, Florida’s exports to Chile grew 73 percent. Since the U.S.-Jordan FTA took effect in 2001, Florida’s exports to Jordan have jumped 1,092 percent and since the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) entered into force in 1994, Florida’s combined exports to Canada and Mexico have increased 147 percent.

Passage of the pending trade agreement with Colombia will support the creation of jobs in our state while sustaining thousands of Florida businesses. In 2006, 27,048 companies 
exported from Florida with 85 percent of those companies being small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), with fewer than 500 employees.
Even more fundamentally, we need not remind you that a Latin America of ever-growing importance to vital U.S. interests now stands at a crucial juncture. Forces hostile to democracy, free markets and the United States have been on the advance there during recent years. And, as a nation, it is incumbent upon us to move promptly toward integrating willing and deserving countries from that region into the growing community of free and prosperous peoples that we envision for the future of the Western Hemisphere. Timely approval of the U.S.-Colombia TPA should be a top priority – especially for Floridians. 

We thank you in advance for your consideration of these views and urge you to give your leadership and support to the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement. 

Sincerely,

Name

Title                                                                                   
